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Brief Notes 
He who begins the day with God, will end it in 

peace. 

Christians are like newspapers in one respect,— 
weekly's and dailies.    We prefer the daily. 

Between the men who go to church to close their 
eyes, and the women who go to eye their clothes, 
some preachers have a hard time. 

He who is truly great within can well afford to 
postpone all pnblic recognition of his greatness. It 
is usually the small man who loves applause. 

' More blessed to give than to receive," applies 
spiritually as well as in material things. When we 
go to church we should be so full of the Holy Spirit 
as to be givers, at least as much as receivers. 

The Yankee pilot who didn't know where the snags 
were, but knew where they were not, furnishes a fine 
philosophy for the spiritual wayfarer. The devil's 
traps are set for fools, not for wise men. 

A successful surgical operation was recently per- 
formed in a city hospital by which three joints of a 
man's backbone were removed. There is extensive 
need in the opposite direction, to supply more back- 
bone where that essential article is too scarce. Most 
people want more, not less. 

The most important question concerning a life in- 
surance company is: Will it pay the death claims ? 
Perhaps the same question is the most important one 
we can ask concerning our brand of personal religion, 
onr manner of life, our standard of conduct: will it 
pay the death claims ?    Are we living a solvent life ? 

A revival in York, Pa., converted a business man 
who confessed that be was a firebug for his own 
profit, having set fire to bis own factory to get the 
insurance. He ended by making restitution of the 
money, which by the way is one of the best evidences 
of a genuine conversion. This kind goeth not forth 
except by deep plowing. 

Some Jersey City churches made a vigorous cam- 
paign against sucb political candidates as were in the 
saloon business. We haven't heard whether or not 
they were elected, but the church or the Christian is 
always elected who throws himself heartily into this 
fight against the saloon whenever opportunity offers. 

The Bors protest against the use of Lyddite, a 
new explosive of deadly effect which is put into the 
shells The British government alone possesses the 
secret of this new compound, and it has been used 
heretofore only in wars against savages Its use is 
claimed to be contrary to the rules of civilized war 
fare, whatever that is. As Stonewall Jackson said : 
"War means fighting and fighting means killing." 
General Sherman said : "War is bell." From these 
two descriptions the civilized quality in any war 
seems to be scarce 

A little child was turned into the streets of New 
York in a cold rain, without food or shelter, because 
its drunken father failed to pay its board. The poor 
little thing was found at dark, wet, cold, hungry, acd 
sobbing as if its heart was broken. Perhaps we do 
not like to read of sucb pitiful horrors as this drink 
traffic supplies, particularly if in any way, directly or 
indirectly, we the Christian voters of the land are re- 
sponsible for the saloon. 

It is said that the Dewey triumphal arch is to be 
perpetuated in enduring marble. "Enduring I" How 
dear is this word to worldly fame, and how disap- 
pointing. A thousand monuments equally as splen- 
did, built to glorify some mortal equally as puissant, 
have so long ago crumbled into dust that even his- 
tory has forgotten them. Only the righteous shall 
be had in "everlasting remembrance." Deeds of 
love and not of war are to have the imperishable 
monuments. "He that overcometh will I make a 
pillar in the temple of my God." 

An enormous congregation of 30,000 people heard 
Mr Moody in Kansas City, Sunday evening, Nov. 
ia    What a mighty evangelist he is, apostolic in 

BRETHREN EVANGELIST 
his zeal, and in the abundance of bis labors. It is 
this spirit of indefatigable work which' makes a 
man forge ahead in this world, and how fine it is to 
see such a conspicuous illustration of it in the Mas- 
ter's service. There are plenty of examples in the 
business world. And why shouldn't we work ? Time 
is short, the opportunity vanishes, eternity hastens, 
and then,—then—we will have time enough in which 
to rest. 

Several chaplains out of ten designated for service 
in the Philippines suddenly found out that they had 
passed the age limit, and asked to be mustered out. 
It furnished rather a painful contrast that they were 
less willing to fight for the Master than were the sol- 
diers to fight for the government. Sometimes a sea- 
son of testing reveals to us much cause for humilia- 
tion. We are not as good soldiers of Christ as we 
ought to be, not willing to make the soldier's sacri- 
fices And then about that age limit, there is no 
such thing in the Lord's army. As long as life lasts 
we are to fight in the ranks; and it is the old veter- 
ans, who, in spite of some discouragements which 
they ought not to be called upon to bear, make the 
best battle, and gain the most brilliant victories. 

A young man in Ogdensburg, New York, has gone 
crazy over foot ball. Poor fellow, we don't see why, 
out of about a million, he alone should be selected 
for publication. Take for example the average citi- 
zen who occupies a seat on the grand stand, to say 
nothing of those who are in the game. Witness bis 
remarkable contortions. He swings bis arm violent* 
ly around his head several times in succession, then 
he flings both hands about; now he makes a number 
of leaps, sideways, up and down ; the muscles of bis 
face are distorted, bis eyes have a wild glare, his 
lower jaw falls, and a succession of hideous and 
alarming howls, yells and screams issue from his 
throat. Now aren't we bound to say that be is crazy? 
what else would you call it ? 

A woman dying recently in New York left direc- 
tions that her body should be cremated, and the ashes 
put in the torch held in the hand of the Goddess of 
Liberty, in the harbor, from which the winds would 
scatter them. She was brought up a Roman Catho- 
lic, but repudiated that and all other faith. For 
eight years she was a bed ridden invalid, and as her 
biographer said, ' fought out," during that time, 
"the battle between intellect and superstition." In 
all the wide world is there anything more dreary 
than unbelief ? No faith, no hope, no resurrection, 
no eternal life ; that's the creed of the agnostic. He 
who likes it may have it. 

General Lord Wolsley, commander in chief of the 
British armies, says that soldiers are dressed too 
much like monkeys. He advocates a reform in army 
dress. We have often wondered bow a sensible man 
feels in the gorgeous trappings of a general, bis ep- 
oulettes, bis gold lace, bis silk sash, bis swcrd 
dangling along, bis plumraed hat. War does make 
monkeys of men, but the difference between these 
human monkeys and the kind found in the woods is, 
that the latter are generally harmless They don't 
kill each other. It takes the kind that has souls, 
and what the soul is supposed to stand for,—love, 
pity, brotherhood, immortality —it takes this kind to 
furnish the horrible anamoly of mutual slaughter 
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Our Cream  Pitcher 

Mead 

Cloth that is not well wrought in the loom will not 
wear well nor wear long. So a Christian that has 
not a thorough work of grace in the heart will never 
do much service. 

Prayer—Thomas Arnold 

O Lord, grant that my heart may be truly cleansed 
and filled with Thy Holy Spirit, and that I may arise 
to serve Thee, and lie down to sleep in entire con- 
fidence in Thee, and submission to Thy will, ready 
for life or death. Let me live for the day, not over- 
charged with wordly cares, but feeling that my treas- 

ure is not here, and desiring truly to be joined to 
Thee in Tby kinpdom, and not to those who are 
already gone to Tbee. O Lord, save me from sin, 
and guide me with Tby Spirit, and keep me in faith- 
ful obedience to Thee, thru Jesus Christ Thy Son, 
our Lord,    Amen. 

Beecher 

God's promises were never meant to ferry our lazi- 
ness. Like a boat they are to be rowed by our oars; 
but many men entering forget the oars and drift down 
more helpless in the boat than if they had stayed on 
shore. 

Bishop Hall 

No sooner do the shepherds hear the news of a 
Savior than they run to Bethlehem to seek him. 
Those that left their beds to tend their flocks leave 
their flocks to inquire after their Savior. No earthly 
thing is too dear to be forsaken for Christ. If we 
suffer any worldly occasion to stay us from Bethle- 
hem, we care more for our sheep than our souls. 

Westminster Teacher 

Love is always building up. It puts some line of 
beauty on every life it touches. It gives new hope to 
discouraged ones, new strength to those who are 
weak, new joys to those who are sorrowing. It helps 
the despairing to rise and start again. It makes life 
seem more worth while to every one into whose eyes 
it looks. Its words are benedictions. Its every 
breath is full of inspiration. 

In His Steps 

If you are in Christ,opening all your being to him, 
door behind door, back into the most sacred cham- 
bers of your being, so that he has free and unbound- 
ed entrance into your entire nature ; then, as the 
Nile demanding thru the channels cut by the Egyp- 
tian peasantry, bears life and fertility into their gar- 
dens and cornfields, so will he bring his own life, the 
life of God, "life indeed," into you, and tho you 
were dead, yet shall you live. 

Horace Bushnell 

God has a definite plan for every   human person 
girding him, visibly or invisibly, for some exact thing, 
which will be the true significance and glory of  his 
life to have  accomplished.    . Away then, 
O man, with thy feeble complaints and feverish des- 
pondencies If God is really preparing us all to be- 
come that which is the ve'y highest and best thing 
possible, there ought never to be a discouraged or 
unchterful bring io the -.vorld. 

Sew York Observer 

There are no forces in the world like those which 
come of the Biblical facs and Christian faiths 
Doctrine is dynamic. Creeds are causative A 
Christianity which is believed in as apostles and 
martyrs believed it must always be reckoned wi h in 
the making of history. The hand of Him who is the 
Yea and Amen is upon the centuiies The foici 
behind the thrones is a divine force. And humanit/ 
is truly forceful andj efficient ..h> n it belirves th'se 
supernatural facts and yields itseil to the energizings 
which comes of these sublime faiths 

James Martineau 

Each present conviction, each secret suggestion of 
duty constitutes a distinct and seperate call of God 
which can never be slighted without the certainty of 
its total departure or its fainter return. The power 
which is not wisely spent must bo widly wasted. 
Our true opportunities come but once; they are suf- 
ficient but not redundant. we have time enough for 
the longest duty, but not for the shortest sin. 

Prof. Austin Phclps 

Vigilance in watching opportunity, tact and daring 
in seizing upon opportunity, force and persistence in 
crowding opportunity to its utmost of possible 
achievement—these are the martial virtues which 
must command success. 


